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north to south. Beginning1 on the east, the
first of these is a region belonging to the
Great Central Plain. In the southeastern
part this region slopes to the level and arid
plateau known as the Llano Estacado, or
Staked Plain. West of this region is the
Pecos valley, which is the lowest land in
New Mexico. From this valley the surface
rises westward until it meets the Front Range
of the Rocky Mountains.
West of this range is the valley of the
Rio Grande, which traverses the state from
north to south, and west of this is the great
broad plateau which forms the Continental
Divide. In the central part are a number of
plains covered with grass, lying between
isolated groups and mesas of the Front
Range. Towards the south these plains are
succeeded by barren valleys containing lava
beds and salt marshes. There are several
lofty peaks, the most prominent being Cerro
Blanco, 14,269 feet; Truchas, 13.275 feet;
Taos, Costilla, Baldy, Lake and Mora, all
over 12,000 feet in altitude.
New Mexico, for a region with a small
amount of rainfall, has a large number of
rivers. Many of them disappear in the dry
season, and none is navigable. The Rio
Grande passes completely through the cen-
ter of the state from north to south and re-
ceives many tributaries. The northeastern
section is drained by the Red River and its
numerous branches. The Peeos rises north-
east of Santa Fe and flows south across the
Texas line, finally joining the Rio Grande.
In the northwest is the Rio San Juan. In
the central west are the headwaters of the
Little Colorado, and in the southwest are
those of the Gila.
Climate. The delightful and healthful air
of New Mexico has given it repute as a
health resort, especially for consumptive
patients. The mean temperature at Santa
Fe is 48°, the extremes being from 1° below
zero to 70° above zero. The yearly rainfall
varies from six inches in the southwest to
thirty inches in the mountains in the north.
Agriculture. The greater portion of the
state is pasture land, and stock raising, next
to mining, is the chief industry. Wherever
there is sufficient water, either in streams or
in springs, to supply the wants of animals,
the grass is amply sufficient to support either
cattle or sheep. New Mexico, with over
3?000jQ00 sheep, is prominent in the sheep-
xaisirig industry, ranking fourth among the
 states. The supply of timber is small, only
the higher sections being timbered, and even
there not densely. Pine in the mountains,
scrub oak and juniper in the lower sections,
willow and cottonwood along the river banks
are common.
The farm area is about one-seventh of the
total land area, and two-fifths of the farms
are irrigated. The most profitable crop is
hay; corn, wheat, potatoes and oats are next
in order among grains and vegetables. Pota-
toes succeed best in the mountainous regions.
The Taos valley is an exceptionally fine wheat
country. It is as a fruit-producing region,
however, that a large portion of the irrigated
land of the state especially excels. The area
of fruit and vine culture is being yearly ex-
tended. Peaches, plums and apricots come
to perfection in the north, and pears, apples,
quinces, cherries and other fruits flourish
throughout the middle and southern sections.
Grapes are abundant from Bernalillo to E!
Paso, and in some favored spots, like La
Joya, farther north.
Mineral Eesources. Mining operations
have been carried on since the discovery of
this region by the Spaniards. Nearly all of
the mountainous portions of the state are rich
in minerals. Those mined to the greatest
extent are copper, coal, gold and silver. The
output of copper has greatly increased since
1912, and now is over 100,000,000 pounds a
year. Anthracite, bituminous coal and lignite
are found, and the yearly output is over
3,000,000 tons. The mining of gold ranks
next in importance, and this is followed by
silver. Emeralds, turquoises and other pre-
cious stones are found in paying quantities,
and other minerals worked include zinc, lead,
gypsum, iron ore, mica, clay and salt.
Manufactures. The manufactures are
limited in extent, but since 1890 they have
rapidly increased in number and importance.
Most of the industries are connected with the
smelting and refining of ore and the construc-
tion and repairing of cars and locomotives
for the railway lines passing through the
state. There are a number of flour mills,
some sawmills and numerous carpentry and
repair shops in various localities to meet the
demands of the surrounding population. The
production of large quantities of wool has
led to the establishing of several plants for
wool-scouring. There are also a number of
beet-sugar factories and establishments for
canning fruit.

